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On the Cover
Once again, the Front Porch News has been given 
a gift of beautiful photography to grace the front 
cover. Local photographer Sam Roberts, who also 
contributed his talents to our inaugural cover, has 
beautifully photographed a local, historical windmill 
that is situated just off of Bulverde Road. This 
windmill is one of the few remaining artifacts from 
an early Bulverde-area settlement called Herrera, 
a school community formed in the 1870s on the 
Guadalupe Herrera survey near Cibolo Creek. The 
Herrera school was named after a wealthy and 
influential Tejana, Guadalupe Herrera, a widow and 
prosperous landowner who was one of the original 
settlers in the area. Founded in 1888, the Herrera 
school served the children of the area until 1945, at 
which time it was consolidated with the Bulverde 
school district. Following the closure of the Herrera 
school, the surrounding Herrera community simply 
faded from existence. This windmill serves as a 
reminder of Bulverde’s rich history and place in the 
settlement and development of Texas.

What could we do about generic appearance of the big 
box stores, such as Walmart, that will be located just 
outside our City Limits? The City of Bulverde has adopted 
some wonderful architectural standards, but they can 
only be enforced within our corporate city limit boundary, 
and not in the surrounding unincorporated county area. 
In the Development Agreement, the developer has 
consented to apply strict architectural standards to the 
entire project, both inside and outside of the city limits.

Other city guidelines will be applied as well, including 
the City’s dark sky ordinance, sign ordinance, residential 
buffer zones, and traffic impact improvements.

The developer will be constructing a central wastewater 
recycling system that will not only serve their needs, but 
will be publicly owned and can be enlarged tenfold in the 
future to serve neighboring developments.

Since wastewater service has been one impediment to 
quality development in the area, does this mean that we 
could possibly see an explosion of growth as a result?

To help manage this possible growth, the City needs to 
have some control as to who connects to the wastewater 
system. To guarantee this authority, the City needs to own 
the system. As a result of the Development Agreement, 
the City will become the owner of the system.

Unfortunately, we have only a narrow strip of City Limits 
along Hwy 46 and Hwy 281. The original development 
plans were drawn so that almost all of the retail 
businesses had their points of sale located just beyond 
our City boundary. Only the parking lots would have been 
in the City, which would have left the City shouldering the 
burden of providing police protection to the properties 
but not receiving tax revenues to provide that service.

In the unincorporated areas of western Comal County, 
sales tax rates are already capped at the State maximum, 
so even if those properties are annexed by the City at a 
future date, the City will likely never see any sales tax 
revenue from them.

Even though it will be costly and less desirable to do so 
for the developer, they have agreed to flip the layout of 
the smaller commercial and retail pad sites along the 
frontage road so that the City can receive some sales 
tax revenue. Without this revenue stream, the financial 
impact to the City caused by higher service demands 
would have meant higher property taxes on existing 
properties.

To compensate for all of these developer concessions, a 
partial sales tax rebate will be paid back to the developer 
over many years. Only a percentage of those sales-tax 
revenues from businesses located within the City Limits 
section of Singing Hills will be rebated though. No other 

(Mayor, Continued from page 3) revenues or taxes from other sources outside of the 
project will pay for this project. Since the City originally 
would have received very little, if any, tax revenue on this 
project, this is a very good deal for the City of Bulverde 
and the citizens of our region.

As you can see, the City of Bulverde has been very diligent 
in finding ways to minimize the negatives of development 
on our community. We worked with what little we had 
and made the most of it.

I am confident that the result will be something we 
can be proud of. It will set a new standard for all future 
developments to be judged by.

Bill Krawietz
Mayor of Bulverde, TX

Amazing Love
Catering

Banquet facility seats 200
Complete setup available

Full service catering (In-house only)
• Weddings
• Anniversaries
• Christmas Parties
• Reunions
• Company Parties
• Church Gatherings

17130 Hwy 46 W., Suite 10 • Spring Branch, TX 78070
Faithvillevillage@hotmail.com • www.Faithvillevillage.com

Darlene McIntosh
830-660-2378
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One of the things that make Bulverde an attractive place 
to live is the rural atmosphere. Because of that rural 
atmosphere, there are often numerous interactions between 
residents and wild animals. Wildlife common to our region 
include skunks, raccoons, turkeys, deer, fox, coyotes, and 
even mountain lions.

The main thing to keep in mind is that these animals are wild. 
Some may look cute and cuddly, but they can suddenly 
become aggressive or protective, causing signifi cant injury 
to people or domestic pets. The best course of action is to 
keep your distance from them (and keep your pets away 
also). Feeding one type of wild animal (deer, for example) 
often attracts other wild animals. Not only does the food 
you leave out attract other wild animals, but it also attracts 
those animals’ natural predators. These predators (coyotes, 
foxes, and mountain lions) do not distinguish between 
wild animals and domestic pets as potential prey. Keep 
an eye out for your pets to help protect them from these 
predators.

Domestic pet food also attracts wild animals. It is best not to 
leave dog/cat food outside. During drought conditions, all 
wild animals become stressed to some degree, which can 
cause animals to seek food in areas in which they wouldn’t 
normally forage or hunt. If your pet’s food is left outside, 
it is an inadvertent invitation for hungry wild animals to 
visit the food containers. If you feed your pets outside, it is 
especially important to be vigilant for their safety.

How does the City of Bulverde deal with wild animals? The 
City is limited in what they can do because wild animals 
are regulated by the State. However, the City suggests 
contacting a private pest control company if a resident is 
having an issue with raccoons, skunks, foxes, etc. These 
private companies have the proper licenses, training, and 
equipment to deal with these types of wild animals, whereas 
the City does not.

Issues with larger and/or more aggressive animals, such as 
coyotes, deer, mountain lions, etc., should be referred to 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife offi ce in San Antonio (210)348-
7375. If you see a mountain lion, please inform the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife San Antonio offi ce. They do keep track 
of and investigate all sighting reports.

What about an injured deer or other wild animal? Please 
report it to (830)620-3408 (nonemergency dispatch). Law 
enforcement offi cers are authorized to deal with injured 
animals. However, their options for dealing with such 
animals are very limited and, in most cases, requires the 
animal to be humanely dispatched. Wild animals on private 
property are the responsibility of the property owner, even 
after law enforcement action. Wild animals in the public 
right-of-way or on public property will be dealt with by the 
appropriate public agency.

Where the 
Wild Things Are

FREE UP YOUR TIME, let

do the clean up for you.
Mister Clean

210-216-4464

13 years of experience

Free Estimates
Licensed, Insured and Bonded

We O�er:
•  Residential Cleaning
•  Weekly, bi-weekly, or just 

one-time cleaning
•  Move-ins, Move-outs & Make 

readys
•  Get $10 off your first cleaning!

210-216-4464

We O�er:
•  Residential Cleaning
•  Weekly, bi-weekly, or just 

•  Move-ins, Move-outs & Make 

•  Get $10 off your first cleaning!

JoDee Gilmore
Realtor®
Direct 210.887.5885 • Fax 210.957.7171
JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com • www.JoDeeGilmore.com

CALL ME TODAY for a FREE
Comparative Market Analysis of Your Home

Specializing in - Residential Home & Land Sales, 
Owner Finance Properties, Luxury Home 
Marketing & Sales, VA & Tx Vet Programs

VISIT www.JoDeeGilmore.com FOR A FULL 
LIST of HOMES FOR SALE in YOUR AREA

Prominent Properties
BUYING        SELLING        FRIENDLY ADVICEBUYING        SELLING        FRIENDBUYING        SELLING        FRIEND

PP
Organization

Daily Homework Help
Improving Math Skills

Mention this ad when registering
and get $20 off your 1st payment!

DEBRA HARTMAN
210.827.2871
BARBARA MASTERSON
210.831.9630

Grades 1-8
www.HHTUTORINGSERVICES.com
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Bulverde Thrift Store
Buzz Heye–Artist
Canyon Lake Green Recycling
Elements Massage
Farmers Insurance–Monica James
Guadalupe Star Landscape Co.
Highland Homes
Kelly Erwin–Keller Williams Hill Country
Kimberly Shoemake–Keller Williams
Martin, Barry
Monster Web
Nihill Insurance Services LLC
Rebeca Cox Designs
Roadhouse Arts, Inc.
Singing Hills–DJL Development LLC
Spyderware Technologies, LLC
Jeane Williams–Tupperware
Warrior Financial Group
Water Softener Doctor / Anton Montgomery

reneWing
281 Mini Storage Center
M2G Real Estate
A & E Air Conditioning
Alamo Title
All About Skin
Allstate, Barry Savage Agency
Babbie Migl
Bjorn’s Audio/Video
Blanco National Bank
Bookkeeping by Val
Boulder Springs Event Center
Bracken Christian School
Bracken Collision Center 281 North
Broadway National Bank
Bryan’s Lawn Care
Bulverde Animal Hospital
Bulverde Area Republican Women

Bulverde Chiropractic Center
Bulverde Dental
Bulverde Express Care
Bulverde Hills Dental
Bulverde Lions Club
Bulverde North Family Dentistry
Bulverde Senior Center DBA- Bulverde 
Spring Activity Center
Bulverde-Spring Branch EMS
Business Brokers of San Antonio
Cactus Flower Hair Salon
Capital Title
Carl’s Cleaners, Inc.
Carter Irrigation
CHC Electric Inc.
China King
Choices & More...
Comal County Tax Assessor-Collector
Comal Education Foundation
Comal Roofing
Costco Wholesale, Sonterra Park 693
Country Floors & More Inc.
Country Hills Veterinary Clinic
Courtyard by Marriott at Legacy
Cowboy Cleaners
Cragg’s Do It Best Lumber and Home Center
D & G Trucking-Materials
Denise DeNicolo LPC
Deviney CPA, P.C.
Digital Expressions
DJL Ventures, Inc
DLW Software LLC
Donna Eccleston
Edward Jones/Robert Zito
Elayne J Watson, Mary Kay Independent 
Senior Sales Director
Faithville Village
Farm Bureau Insurance Bulverde, Spring 
Branch

Farmers Insurance, Greg Chandler Agency
Federal Security Systems, Doug Dudycha
Ferris Orthodontics
Friends of Bulverde-Spring Branch Library
Futurex LP
Geosource, Inc.
Gristmill Restaurant
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority
H.E.B.
Habitat for Safe Seniors
Haecker, Gary - Bulverde Police Department
Hahn Chiropractic & Wellness Centers, P.C
Hitman Pest Control
Home Instead Senior Care
Hope Hospice
Independence Hill Retirement and Assisted 
Living
Independence Title
John and Susan James
Judge Charles A. Stephens II
K9 Country Club
Karen Brkich
Keller Williams Realty, Sally Cresswell
KenCom Real Estate Services LLC
Kiddie Koop Children’s Enrichment Center
Kight Home Inspection
L B Shallcross & Associates
Law Offices of Barbara Gayl Ancira, P.C.
Lone Star Reprographics, Inc.
Malcolm & Mary Jane McClinchie
Mammen Investments Inc.
Master Care Landscaping Inc.
Matkin Hoover Engineering & Surveying
Melissa Jones Insurance Agency
NAPA Auto Parts, Bulverde Auto and Truck
Oak Hills Pest Control Inc.
Provisions: A 25:35 Outreach
Randolph Brooks Federal Credit Union
Reliance Residential Realty

Residence Inn by Marriott North Stone Oak
River Crossing Club
Robert Evans of Reliance Residential Realty
RSB Wealth Strategies / Robert Bowerman
Sagepoint Financial
Sam Roberts Photography
Sandy Hancock, JB Goodwin Realtors
Sheriff Bob Holder
Sherwin-Williams
Sherwood Storage LLC
Smithson Valley Family Medicine Association
Smithson Valley Physical Therapy
Smokey Mo’s
Sonya D. Wolda, CPA P.C.
South Texas Growers, Inc.
Southerland Communities
Spring Branch Tennis Center
Stampede Solutions
Strategic Wealth Solutions
SWBC Professional Employer Services, LLC
Texas Healthcare Solutions, Inc.
Texas Landmark Surveying
Texas Physical Therapy Specialists
TexStar Enterprises, Inc.
The Gear Guy
The Lodge at the Falls
The Loft Coffee House
The News Stream
Third Generation Survey and Court House 
Deed Research
Thomas Stone and Materials
Tom’s Quick Lube
Urgent Care & Occupational Health Centers
Village of Bulverde
Vintage Oaks
WellMed @ Bulverde, Leslie F. Stork, M.D.
Wendy’s of San Antonio #43
Woody & Dolly Woodward

BuLvERDE/sPRiNG BRaNCH aREa CHamBER OF COmmERCE
WELCOmEs RECENT NEW aND RENEWiNG mEmBERs

GUY PETERSON, DDS
• Invisalign® Braces
• Sedation Dentistry
• Dental Implants
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Superior Dentures and Partials
• Latest Techniques and TechnologyCaring, Gentle, Personalized,

and Attentive Dental Care

Free Teeth Whitening or Free Braun Oral B Electric Toothbrush (your choice) 
when you come in for a new patient exam and x-rays and mention this ad.

www.bulverdedental.com 830.980.2869
2395 Bulverde Rd. • Bulverde, TX 78163
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Eagle Scout Projects 
Enhance Library Grounds
Over the last year, three Eagle Scouts have offered their 
services to help enhance the Library grounds. David Sifuentes 
built several “Leopold” benches that have been placed around 
the library grounds. “We initially saw benches like these 
at Lake Mitchell in San Antonio,” says Susan Herr, Library 
Director. “When David approached us regarding his Eagle 
Scout project, we proposed this as a plan. He far exceeded 
our expectations with the beautiful and comfortable benches 
he built!” 

Phillip Winston created a covered kiosk by the Library’s 
rainwater catchment tank that the library will use to portray 
how rainwater catchment systems work for his Eagle Scout 
project. “His work is excellent, very professional,” stated Don 
Clark, Bulverde Area Rural Library District Board President.

A current Eagle Scout project is underway by Bryant Wageman 
to build a pump house to protect the pipes of the watering 
system. “We did have pipes break one year,” states Rich 
Bradley, Vice President, Bulverde Area Rural Library District. 
“This will really help so we don’t have to replace pipes again.” 
Bryant surveyed the needs of the library before approaching 
the Director. As Susan Herr proposed the project, Bryant 
already had a proposal with specs and drawings ready. Great 
minds think alike! 

The Library Board and Director continue to be amazed at 
the well thought out and professional projects these Scouts 
provide. The Eagle Scout program is training these young 
men on every aspect of planning and implementing a project 
and teaching them leadership skills and our community is 
much better for it!

Eagle Scout
 Winston

Eagle Scout 
Sifuentes with 
Library Director 
Susan Herr

more Library attractions
2014 Book & author Luncheon

Please join the Bulverde/Spring Branch Friends of the Library 
for the 9th annual Book & Author Luncheon. This event 
takes place on Wednesday, March 5, 2014 from 11:00am to 
2:00pm at the Boulder Springs Event Center located at 1726 
Herbelin Rd in New Braunfels.   Lunch will be served at noon.  
Book sales and signings are from 11:00am to 11:55am and 
again after the authors' presentations until 2:30pm. The slate 
of five authors includes celebrated authors and new authors 
and books that cross several genres.  A live auction will be 
held for some special items. This fundraiser is hosted by the 
Friends of the Bulverde/Spring Branch Library and proceeds 
from ticket sales, book sales, auction items, and raffle items 
will benefit the Bulverde/Spring Branch Library and will be 
used for library projects.

Hiking & Walking on the Trail with Your Pet

Don’t take your best friend out unprepared. Learn how to have 
fun with your pet while keeping them safe from injury while 
walking along a trail or going for a hike. This class covers 
the top 6 pet first aid situations encountered while out on the 
trail. This class will be held on Saturday, March 22 at 2:00 
pm and is presented by Kathy Rodriguez, Pet Tech Instructor 
#1820 and owner of Royally Spoiled Pet Services. For more 
information, email at rspetservices

Initial home pest control
service with this ad.

TERMITES
Scorpions 
Rodents 
Ants 
Fleas  
Roaches  
Animal
Trapping

• VA & FHA Termite Inspection Reports
• Lawn & Tree Spraying

Toll Free:  800-371-0131
www.ApplePestControl.com

695-8946
Quotes By Phone! Family Owned

& Operated
Since 1984

APPLE PEST CONTROL
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The Bulverde Community Park Association and 
Community Garden Committee, in conjunction with the 
City of Bulverde, are forming our first local community 
garden.

The group’s vision is to provide opportunities for people 
to grow their own food, increase their healthy activity, get 
to know their neighbors, learn from each other, increase 
well-being, donate crops to Provisions (formerly the 
Bulverde Food Pantry) and the Bulverde Activity Center 
for distribution to those in need, grow native drought-
resistant plants, and create a productive and beautiful 
community. Our Bulverde Community Garden will provide 
fenced, secure, garden plots to area residents as well 
as nonprofit groups in and around the greater Bulverde 
area. 

The Bulverde Community Garden mission is to provide 
gardening and greening opportunities for the physical and 
social benefit of the people of western Comal County. 
The garden will be located on a parcel of vacant city-
owned property between City Hall and the Bulverde-
Spring Branch Activity Center. The garden will develop 
and expand from immediate access from the south 
through the Activity Center’s parking lot. Funds have been 
allocated by the City of Bulverde to secure the lot with 
gates and appropriate deer-proof fencing, in addition to 
bringing water to the site.

A community garden is not just a place to grow plants that 
provide fresh, healthy, low-cost food that can substitute for 
otherwise expensive food purchases. It's a way to bring 
value to our area by promoting community, enviromental 
and food sustainability, providing an alternative source of 
food, as well as providing cheaper and fresher produce.

The American Community Garden Association (ACGA) 
has a broad definition of what a community garden entails. 
It can be urban, suburban, or rural. It can grow flowers, 
vegetables, or community. It can be one community plot, 
or can be many individual plots. It can be at a school, 
hospital, or in a neighborhood. It can also be a series of 
plots dedicated to "urban agriculture" where the produce 
is grown for a market.
Benefits of community gardens extend far beyond the 
basic food elements for producing nutritious foods. 
Community gardens also enhance an area’s cultural 
evolution by:

•	 Building	a	sense	of	community	among	area	
residents

•	 Providing	 opportunity	 for	 learning	 and	
teaching new skills, such as how to sow 
seeds, how and when to harvest, and to 
better understand our food system

•	 Creating	 a	 social	 gathering	 place	 for	 the	
community and encourage the sharing of 
intergenerational knowledge

•	 Reducing	family	food	budgets
•	 Encouraging	 self-reliance	 and	 improving	

quality of life for participants
•	 Creating	opportunity	for	recreation,	exercise,	

therapy, and education for all age groups
•	 Helping	 improve	 the	 local	 environment	 by	

preserving and growing green space and by 
encouraging people to act as local stewards

•	 Providing	 opportunities	 for	 cross-cultural	
connections

The Garden is scheduled to open in April. If you, your 
business, or nonprofit organization are interested in 
having a plot or getting involved in this exciting new 
community program through volunteering or providing 
financial and/or in-kind support, please contact the 
Bulverde Community Garden Chair, Joanne Hall at 
jothall@gvtc.com.

Room Additions

Decks

Windows & Doors

No Project Too Small!

Let us know about any project you 
might be considering, we will be happy 

to provide a Free Estimate.

New Construction  •  Remodel

Timberwood Park Resident

Justin Morgan
(210) 846-2544

19179 Blanco Rd. Ste. 105 #408 • San Antonio, TX 78258
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Lions to Host annual 
Bulverde Car show

The Spring Branch-Bulverde Family Lions Club will 
hold their annual Bulverde Car Show on March 29th 
at the Bulverde Baptist Church on Bulverde Rd. The 
Lions host the show to raise funds to help Bulverde-
area organizations such as Provisions (formerly the 
Bulverde Food Pantry), St. Jude’s Ranch for Children, 
and the Texas Lions Camp (TLC) in Kerrville. Each 
year the Family Lions pay for local youngsters 
suffering severe burns, physical disabilities, type 
1 diabetes, cancer, or Downs to spend a fun-filled 
camping week at TLC. The SBB Lions also conduct 
free Spot Vision eye inspections for area youngsters 
and they provide eye exams and glasses to the 
areas youngsters and seniors.

Among the cars on display at the Bulverde Car Show 
this year will be San Antonio’s own Wes Beldele and 
his award-winning dragster. Show cars—classic 
and hot rod—will be divided into 40 classes and 
distinctive custom trophies will be awarded for Best 
of Show as well as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places in each 
class. Registration is from 8:00 to 10:00 AM with 
judging being completed by noon. Show awards 
will be announced at 2:00 PM.

The public is invited to view the cars, converse 
with the car owners, and enjoy a day viewing these 
beautifully restored automobiles. Free parking, 
free admission, the Blue Lion Train, and the annual 
Family Lions Invitational Pinewood Race highlight 
a day of family fun. Food and drink vendors will be 
available all day.

To register a car for the show ($25) or for further 
information about the Lions’ Bulverde Car Show, visit 
www.BulverdeCarShow.com, email DCHamilton@
sbcglobal.net, or call Lion Dan Hamilton at 
830.438.7046.

Pinewood Racing Time!
With help from St. Jude’s Ranch staff and Spring 
Branch-Bulverde Lions, youngsters carefully build 
their race cars in preparation for the upcoming 
annual Family Lions Invitational Pinewood Races. 
The St. Jude’s racing enthusiasts will compete in 
one of 12 racing classes that include four Cub Scout 
classes, four non-scout classes that are open to all 
girls and boys, open adult classes, and a vintage 
class for cars built more than five years ago.

Cub Scouts—old and young—in and around the 
greater Bulverde area are invited to race their 
pinewood cars; there is no entry fee; all scout troops 
are welcome. Trophies or ribbons will be awarded 
for first through sixth place in each class. Awards 
will also be made for Best in Show, Mayor’s Choice, 
and several other categories.

The Pinewood Invitational Races are sponsored each 
year on the last Saturday in March by the Spring 
Branch-Bulverde Family Lions Club in conjunction 
with the Club’s annual Bulverde Car Show. Both 
events are hosted by the Bulverde Baptist Church 
and Cub Scout Pack #548.

Community youngsters wishing to build their own 
cars to race in the open categories may do so free 
of charge at the Home Depot sponsored Car Build 
that will be held on site from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 
Races for these open car classes are scheduled to 
begin at 1:00 PM.

Weigh in and classification of cars begins with 
the scouts at 8:00 AM; races begin at the Church 
gymnasium at 9:00 AM. The public is invited to both 
the car show and the pinewood races—there is 
no admission charge. Food and drinks by various 
vendors will be available for purchase.

For further information, complete rules, and race 
times visit www.BulverdeCarShow.com or call Lion 
Larry Sunn at 210.286.8050.












